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THE CHIME OF THE ABOLITIONISTS. 



Whfit is the Crime of iho Abolitionists? It is not that they arc bloofly men : — for they arc prc-emi- 
nuntly mnn of peace. It is not that they make unconstitutional or unjust laws : — for tlicy are too few to 
be able to make any laws. It is that they presume to discuss Slavery. This \h their crime — their only 
crime. Every other subject may bo discussed. Southern slaveholders and their Northern satellites do 
themselves help send missionaries all around the globe to argue for the overthrow of idolatry and other 
forms of error. Indeed, there is no wrong and no subject, which they forbid to have inquired into, save 
Slavery. Inquiry into this tbey forbid with an intolernnce, that is vindictive and murderous to the last 
dcgreo. So it has always been ; and so it is novr. The numerous mobs only a year and a half ago proved 
it was 80 then. It was so when Gcrrit Smith mado his Speech October 22d 1835 to the large body of 
men, who were that day assembled in Pcterboro, and who had the day before been driven from Utica by a 
numerous and infuriate mob. That old Speech, which has just now fallen under our eye, we think it well 
to have reprinted. The arguments in it against the denial of the right to discuss Slavery are as sound and 
as seasonable now as they were then. 

October 1st 18G2. X- 



SPEECH OF GERRIT SMITH, 

IN TIIK MJEETINC; OIP TIIK NKW YOUK ANTl-SLA VF.IMT SOCIF/rv, 

Held in P k t k u m o u o O c t o m e u 2 2 d 18,') 5 . 



Mu. SMITH roRo to movo nnd advocate the adoption of the 
following Uosol'.ilion, viz : 

IIkbolvkd, That the nioitr op frkk niicunaioN, oivkn to us nv 

UOD, AND AnSEnTED AND OUAnDKD I)Y T11I3 LAWS 01' OUIl CUUNTIIY, IS 
A lUOlIT BO VITAL TO MAn'o rnREDOM, AND DIONITY, AND ItHEFiri.NEBB, 
■IHA V we. CAN NKVEil BE GUILTY OF ITS BUnnKKnEil, WITHOUT COKGEKT- 
IMQ TO KXCHANOK THAT PnEEDOM FOR BLAVHUY, AND THAT DIONtTY 
AND U6KFWLNES8 FOR DEI) ABEMBMT AND W0nTIILESHNr,B8. 

Mr, Smith remarked, that ho was not a member of tho Amer- 
ican Ami-Slavery Society, and not yet prepared to become such 
— that his rcasono for not approving of all tho plans and pro- 
cccdingH of tho Society, so far us to unite himself with it, were 
before the puiilic; and that it would bo both un/basonablo and 
egotistical for him new to mention them. IIo stood up in tho 
meeting under tho courtesy of its Resolution, inviting him to 
tako p. part in its deliberations and proceedings. Let mo say, 
however, (said Mr. Smith,) that tho great principlera of your 
Society havo ever been my principles ; and, that it is meet I 
should share with you in tho odium and peril of holding those 
principles. At such a time as this, when you aro nobly jeop- 
arding, for truth's sake, and humanity's sake, properly and rep- 
utation and life, I feel it to bo tioL only Uiy uuiy, but my privi- 
lege and pleasure, to identify myself with you, as far as I con- 
scientiously can, and to expose my property and reputation and 
life to tho same dangers, which threaten yours.— Passing events 
(said Mr. S.) admonish me of the necessity there is, that the 
friends of human rights should act in concert: and, with all my 
objections to your Society, it is not only possible but probable, 
that I shall soon find myself obliged to become a member of it. 

But to come to the Resolution before us— (which Mr. S. said 
ho had himself drawn up, and handed to the committee on res- 
olutions)— I love tho free and happy form of civil government 
under which I live : not because it confers new rights on mo. 
My rights all spring from an infinitely nobler source- from the 
favor and grace of God. Our political and constitutional rights, 
so called, are but the natural and inherent rights of man, assert- 
ed, carried out, and secured by modes of human contrivance. 
To no human charter am I indebted for my rights. They per- 
tain to my original constitntion : and I read them in that Book 
of books, which is tho great Charter of man's rights. No, the 
constitutions of my nation and state create none of my rights. 
They do, at the most, but recognize what it was not theirs to 
give. 

My reason, therefore, for loving a republican form of govern- 
ment, and for preferring it to any other — to monarchical and 
despotic governments— ifl, not that it clothes me with rights, 
which these withhold from me ; but, that it makes fewer en- 
croachments than they do, on the rights, which God gave mo- 
on tho divinely appointed scope of man's agency. I prefer, in a 
word, the republican system, because it comes up moro nearly 
to God's system. It is not then to the constitutions of my na- 
tion ac J state, that I am indebted for tho right of free discussion : 
though I am thankful for tho glorious defence with which those 



in tho fact, that IIo roquiros mo to oxcroiRO it. Tiiko from tho 
mon, who composo the church of Olirint on carlh, tho right of 
frco dificuasion, and yon ilisablo llicnj for II Ih sorvice. They 
aro now tho lumo and tho dumb nnd tho blind. In vain is it 
now, that you bid thorn "hold forth thu word of lifo"— in vnin 
that yf^u bid them "not to sufTbr sin upon a neighbor, but in 



anywisu to robnko him"— in vnin is it, that you bid them " po 



instruments surround that right. No, God himself gave mo 
this right: and a sufficient proof that He did so, is to bo found 



into all\ho world, and preach tho gocpol to every orcatUrc," If 
Oud miiao mo to bo one of his instruments for carrying forward 
tho salraiion of tho world, then is tho right of free discussion 
among my inherent rights : then may I, must I, speak of ain, 
any sin, every sin, that comes in my way— any sin, every sin, 
which it is my duty to search out aiul to nssail. VVhon, ihero- 
foro, this right is called in question, then is the invasion, not of 
something obtained from human convention nnd human conces- 
sion ; but the invasion of a birthright— of that which is as old 
as our being, and a part of tho original man. 

This right, so sncrcd, is sought to bo trammelled. It is vir- 
tually denied. What I have snid is introductory to tho expres- 
sion of my dissent from tho tenor of tho language, with which 
this invasion is generally met. This right is, for tho most part, 
defended on the ground, that it is given to us by our political 
constitutions ; and that it was purchased for us by the blood 
and toil of our fathers. Now, I wish to see its defence placed 
on its true and infinitely higher ground : on the ground, that 
God gave it to us ; and that ho, who violates or betrays it, is 
guilty, not alone of dishonoring the laws of his country and tho 
blood and toil and memory of his fathers ; but, that he is guilty 
also of making war upon God's plan of man's constitution and 
endowments; and of attempting to narrow down and destroy 
that dignity, with which God invested him, when lie made him 
in his own image, and but " little lower than the angels." When, 
therefore, wo would defend this right, let us not defend it so 
much with tho jealousy of an American— a Republican— as 
though it were but an American or a Republican right, .rind 
could claim no higher origin than human will and human stat- 
utes : but let as defend it as men, feeling that to lose it, is to 
lose a part of ourselves : let us defend it as men, determined to 
maintain, even to their extreme boundary, tho rights and pow- 
ers, which God has given to us for our usefulness and enjoy- 
ment ; and the surrender of an iota of which is treason against 
Heaven. 

There is one class of men, whom it especially behovco to bo 
tenacious of the right of frco discussion. I mean the poor. 
The rich and tho honorable, if divested of this right, havo still 
their wealth and their honors to repose on, and to solace them. 
But, when the poor are stripped of this right, they are poor in- 
deed. The unhappy men, who composed the mob in Utica yes- 
terday, are of this class. May they yet learn, and before it is 
too late, how suicidal was tho violence, to which the lips and 
FENS OF THEIR SUPERIORS STIMULATED THKM : and, that, in at- 
tacking this roost precious right in your persons, they were 
most efficiently contributing to hasten its destruction in their 
own : a right too in rospeot to which tho poor man is tho equal 
of iho richest and the proudest ; and his possession of which is 



all, that flavcs bita from being trampled upon in Republican 



AmorioA by iho dcsttotiim of wealth nnd titlos, that dospot* 
lam trainptoB upcin him olsowhoro, whoro ho ia not porinittod to 
toll tho atory of hid wrongti, ai;i)1 . to fOsic^ opprcnsion by that 
power, whiofi ovon wonItU liild titles cannot witliatand— r/ic pow- 
er of the Mpa and Ihc Pi'esH. Let tho poor tnau count ns hia 
onoiioy, Auu his wo?ot onomy, ovory iuvudor of tho right of fruo 
discuiuaion. 

Wo aro throatonod with Icglalativo rcalraints on thin right. 
Lot UB toll our logialators in mlvancu, thut thie ia a right, ro- 
atraints on which, wo will not, cannot boar ; and that every at- 
tempt to restrain it ia a palpablo wrong against Ood and man. 
Submitting to theno rcstraintci, wo could not bo what God mado 
na to be; wo oould not perform tho service, to which ilo has 
appointed U8 ; wo could not bo rum. Lawa to gog a man — 1(^ 
congeal tho gushing fountains of his heart's sympathy — and iv 
ahrivol up his aoul by extinguishing its ardor'and generosity — 
aro laws not to assist him in carrying out (.iod's luKh and holy 

SurpOscH in calling htm into being'; but thoy are laws to throw 
tm a paaaivo, miudlosS; worthless being at tho feet of despot- 
ism. 

And to what end is it that wo aro called on to hold our 
tongues, and throw down our pons, and give up our inliuonco ? 
Wero it for a good object, ond could wo conceive that such jv 
eacrifico would promoto it, there would bo a color of lltnuss in 
asking UB to do bo. But, this is a sacriilco, which riglueousness 
and humanity never invoke. Truth and mercy require the 
crUon—novcr the suppression, of man's noble rights and powers. 
Wo aro called on to degrade and unman ourselves, and to with- 
hold from others that inOucnco, which wo arc bound to exert 
upon them, to tho end that tho victim of oppression may lio moro 
quietly beneath the foot of his oppressor: to tho end, that one 
sixth of our countrymen, plundered of their dearest rights-— of 
their bodies, and minds and souls — may never know of those 
rights ; to tho end, that TWO MILLIONS AND A UALF of 
our fellow men, crushed in tho iron folds of slavery, may remain 
in all their suffering and debasement and despair. It is for 
such an object — an object so wicked and inexpressibly moan — 
that wo arc called on to lie down beneath tho slaveholders' 
blustering and menace, like whipped and trembling spaniels. 
Wo reply, that our Kcpublican spirit cannot thus succumb ; and 
what is infinitely more, that God did not make us— that Jesus 
did not redeem us for such sinful and vile uses. 

We knew before, that slavery could not survive free discus- 
sion ; that tho minds of men could not remain firm and their 
consciences quiet under the continued appeals of truth,, and jus- 
tice, and mercy ; but the demand, which slaveholders novfj make 
oct us to surrender the right of freo discussion, togcthe/t* with 
.,^thcirj«S0]$»2d.r«iiftsp^^ 
■conocBsion, that free discasHon is incompatible with (Slavery. 
Tho South now admits by her own showing, that slayery can- 
not live, unless the North bo tongue-tied. But we ha^e two ob- 
jections to being tongue-tied. One is, that we desire and pur- 
pose to exert all our powers and influence — lawfully, temperate- 
ly, kmdly~to persuade tho slaveholders of the South to deliver 
our colored brethrea from their bonds : nor shall we give rest 
to our lips or pens, until this righteous object is accomplished: 
and tho other is, that we are not willing to bo slaves ourselves. 
The enormous and insolent demands of the Soath, sustained, I 
am deeply ashamed to say, by craven and mercenary spirits at 
the North, manifest, beyond all dispute, that the question now 
is, not merely, nor mainly, whether the blacks at the South 
shall remain slaves — but whether the whites at tho North shall 
become slaves also. And thus, whilo wo aro endeavoring to 
break tho yokes, which are on others' necks, we are to sec to it, 
Ihat yokes arc not imposed on our own. 

Is it said that tho ^oatL will not molest our freedom, if wo 



will not disturb thoir elftvory— if wo will not IhBist on tho injor* 
ty to speak and write about this abomination? Our reply is, that 
God gave us the freedom for which wo contend— that it is not a 
freedom bestowed by man not an cvi^ratia freedom, which 
wo have received nt tho hands of tho South not a freedom, 
which stands^ on the one hand, in tho surrender of our dearest 
rights, and, on the other, in the conceded perpetuity of tho body 
and mind and aoul-cruahing system of American slavery. Wo 
aak not, wo accept not, wo scornfully reject, tho conditional and 
worthless freedom, which tho South proflerti uo. 

It is not to bo disguised, that a war has broken out between 
tho North and tho South.— Political and commercial men aro 
industriously striving to restore peace : but tho peace, which 
•hoy would cfllct, is suporncial, fftlao, and temporary. True, 
^(cmanent peace can never bo restored, until Biavcry, tho occa- 
sion of the war, has ceased. The sword, which is now drawn, 
will never bo returned to its scabbard, until victory, entire, de- 
cisive victory is ours or theirs ; not, until that broad and deep 
and damning atain on our country's csouichcou is clean washed 
out—that plague spot on our country's honor gone forever ; — 
or, until olavory has riveted anew her present chains, and brought 
our heads also to bow beneath her withering power. It is idle 
— it is criminal, to hope for tho restoration of jvjacc, on any oth- 
er condition. Why, not to speak of other outrages, which tho 
South has practised on the rights and persons (>f Northern men, 
who can read tho simple and honest account, which Amos Dres- 
ser gives of his sulferings at the hands of slaveholderfi, and still 
flatter himself with the belief, that tho North can ajiain fh&ka 
hands with slavery ?— If the Olmrch members and Church el- 
ders, who sat in mock judgment on that young man's case, 
could be impelled by tho infernal spirit of slavery to such law- 
less, ruflian violence ; how can any reasonable hope remain, that, 
whilst tho South remains under tho malign influences of slavery, 
its general demeanor towards tho North can bo '^ven tolnrable? 
The head and front of Dresser's offending, was his connexion 
with an Anti-Slavery Society in a distant State : and for this ho 
was subjected by professors, and titled professors too, of tho 
meek and peaceful religion of Jesus, to corporeal punishment — 
public, disgraceful, severe. 

Who shall bo mustered on our side for this great battle ? Not 
tho many. The many never come to such a side as ours, until 
attracted to it by palpable and unequivocal signs of its triumph. 
Nor do we need the many. A chosen few are all we need. Nor 
do w<3 desire those, who are skillful in tho use of carnal weapons. 
For such weapons we have no use. Truth and lovo are inscribed 
on our banners, and " by these we conquer." There is no room 
in our ranks for the politician, who, to secure the votes of the 
-Sflutli^ jsvqjjM consaiit . that- Americjio slavery be _ perpetual, 
There is no room in them for the commercial man, who, to ec- 
cure the trade of the South, is ready to applaud the institution 
of slavery, and to leave his countrymen— his brethren — their 
children and children's children— subjected to its tender mer- 
cies, throughout all future time. We have no room, no work 
for such. We want men, who stand on the rock of christian 
principles; men who will speak, and write, and act with invin- 
cible honesty and flrraness; men, who will vindicate the right 
of discussion, knowing that it is derived from God ; and who, 
knowing this, will vindicate it against all the threats and arts 
of demagogues, and money worshippers, and in the face of mobs, 
and of death. There is room in our ranks for the old .ind de- 
crepit, as well as the young and vigorous. The hands that are 
tremulous with years, are the best hands to gra^p the sword of 
the spirit. The aged servants of God best know how " to move 
the arm which moves tho world." Our work, in a word, is the 

I work of God ; and thoy are the best suited to it, who arc most 
accustomed to do His work. 



